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(54) LASER POWER CONTROLLER FOR OPTICAL DISK DRIVE UNIT 

(57)Abstract: - 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To stabilize the outgoing \\ 
light quantity of a laser diode while using an outgoing 
light detector whose detecting band is relatively narrow 
and which is of inexpensive by adjusting the current of a 
first level to be applied on a laser diode according to the 
output of a first sample-and-hold means and adjusting 
currents of second and third levels according to the 
output of a second sample-and-hold means. 
SOLUTION: A timing signal SHr is made to be generated 
making on/off control signals SWe t SWp of Ie, Ip 
switches 6, 4 to be in an off-state for a prescribed 
period in order to enable the correct light quantity 
detection of a laser diode 1 and the outgoing light 
quantity detection voltage Vd of an amplifier 3 is held in 
a first sample-and-hold circuit 17 in the period of the 
timing signal SHr. Moreover, the outgoing light quantity 
detection voltage Vd being in a period the control signals 
SWe, SWp are respectively in an on- state, off-state is 
held in a second sample-and-hold means 18. Then, a 
microcontroller 12 adjusts Ir, Ie. Ip current sources 8, 7, 5 according to outputs of the circuits 
17, 18. 
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